
Real-World Example: Combining FORECAST Excel Function and Find and
Select for Enhanced Product Sales Prediction

Let's dive into a real-world example to see how combining Find and Select and the
FORECAST Excel Function can significantly ease your workflow in Excel.

The Scenario:

Imagine you work as a Sales Analyst in a company that sells multiple products—A,
B, C, and D. You are given an Excel sheet with historical monthly sales data for
these products for the past year. Your task is to forecast next month's sales for
Product A.

Initial Dataset:

Month Product Sales

Jan 2022 A 200

Jan 2022 B 180

Jan 2022 C 190

... ... ...

Dec 2022 B 210

Dec 2022 C 220

Dec 2022 D 230

Steps:a

1. Isolate Data for Product A Using Find and Select
○ Go to the 'Home' tab.
○ Click on 'Find & Select' and choose 'Find'.
○ In the 'Find what:' box, type "Product A".



○ Click 'Find All' and then press Ctrl + A to select all cells containing
"Product A".

○ Copy the selected rows and paste them into a new sheet for focused
analysis.

2. Prepare Data for Forecasting
○ Your new sheet will contain only the data for Product A.
○ Organize this data so that sales figures are in one column, say Column

B, and the corresponding months are in another column, say Column
A.

3. Apply the FORECAST Excel Function
○ Place your cursor where you want the forecasted sales to appear, for

example in a new row under the existing sales data.
○ Enter the formula =FORECAST(E2, B1:B12, A1:A12). Here, E2 could

contain the value representing next month (e.g., 13 if the months are
represented by numbers), B1:B12 contains the historical sales data,
and A1:A12 contains the corresponding months.

4. Review the Forecast
○ The cell will now display the forecasted sales for Product A for the next

month.

Final Output:

Month Sales (Product A) Forecast for Next Month

1 200

2 210

... ...

12 220

225

By combining the Find and Select feature to isolate data for Product A, and then
applying the FORECAST Excel Function, you have efficiently forecasted the sales
for the next month. This example illustrates the power of using Excel's functionalities
in tandem to make data analysis more streamlined and effective.




